SYRIAN COLLOQUIAL 1

Introduction

THE ARABIC ALPHABET

Arabicis written from the right to the left. The Arabic alphabet has 29 letters. Before vou learn
anvthing more about the alphabet, do the following exercise.

1. Letter Shapes Exercise. This exercise is designed to make you think about shapes
and help you identify common features. It is not designed to see if you have already
memorised the Arabic alphabet. There is therefore, no single “correct’’ answer.

Cut out the cards in the writing practice materials section at the back of this book.
Spread these cards out on a table and look at the shapes on each card.

Try arranging the shapes into logical groups: start by looking at their overall shape,
then move on to other features, such as dots and tails.
When you have done this, try to explain vour arrangement to your teacher and

classmates. Listen to the comments they have to make and be prepared to argue your
case.

Finally, look at the Alphabet Shapes and Groups table in the writing practice materials
section at the back of this book to see how your arrangement compares.

The shapes you have just arranged are the 29 letters of the Arabic alphabet as they appear
when written alone. (Each letter has two or three slightly different shapes, depending on
whether it is used at the beginning, middle, or end of a word, or alone.) Before vou practise
writing the letters however, vou must learn their sounds.

All but eight of the 29 sounds in the Arabic alphabet exist in English or its dialects. Look at the
table on the next page and the ‘map’ of your mouth and throat and do the following exercise.

2.
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