SYRIAN COLLOQUIAL 331

FUNCTION D: ASKING SOMEONE TO DO SOMETHING FOR YOU|

RELATIVE CLAUSES e¢ In Chapters 5 and 7 you used yaili uJ.; (the one who) to describe
people. This particle actually marks a relative clause and can be used either for people (who) or
objects (that, which). Arabic relative clauses only use this particle (also pronounced iifi) when
definite things are being described. Compare these sentences:

ana badawwer ¢ ala I am looking for Ll e Ny PRY
lafacye a maid who will PR P DS
tsaas edni b-él-beet help me around the house I |
émm Muharmmed valli Em Muhammad, who ujT.‘ dan s %I
bétsaag edni b-él-beet helps me around the house, e dl Saeliatiy
mardaane éi-yoom. is sick today & sl Bls 5
béddi féstaarn [ want a dress olias g
rwen ktiir_ghaali that's not too expensive AL 25K e
shtareet I bought o Al
hadack él-féstaan that dress over there OHliwsll dlsa
yalli ¢ a-l-kérsi that’s on the chair S le uJ—J

1. Read these sentences and decide whether you need to use the particle uj—..' before
the relative clause, for example )

tsaas edni b-él-beet ceand b Saeliany

eg anagamdawwer galakhaadme X —x Laola e Jt’d pe Y]

a. huwwe Ccmdo watlead




































