
Contents

The Arabic Alphabet..............................................................................................................1

Mouth Map ............................................................................................................................2

The Taa Marbuuta and The Hamza.....................................................................................13

Vowels .................................................................................................................................14

The Sukuun .........................................................................................................................16

The Shadda ..........................................................................................................................17

Sun letters ............................................................................................................................19

Transliteration......................................................................................................................20

Helping Vowels ...................................................................................................................20

Accent and Intonation..........................................................................................................21

The Root System..................................................................................................................21

Conversation.............................................................................................................................23

Arabic transliteration (24) vocabulary (24) English translation (25)

Exercises

FUNCTION A: Meeting someone for the first time .............................................................26

greetings (26) attached pronouns (27) the verb “to be” (27) question word “what” (27)
asking questions (27) personal pronouns (29) countries (29) nationalities (31) nouns (32)
occupations (32) yes and no (32) what do you do? (34) marital status (35) simple negative
sentences (35) I don’t know (35) possession using attached pronouns (37)

FUNCTION B: Describing your country...............................................................................39

nouns and adjectives (39) conjunction “and” (39)

FUNCTION C: Exchanging pleasantries ..............................................................................41

morning and afternoon greetings (41) question word “how” (41) saying goodbye (42)

FUNCTION D: Counting and using numbers ......................................................................43

telephone numbers (43) handwritten numbers (44) double digits (45)

FUNCTION E: Asking for and offering things.....................................................................46

why so many words? (46) give me...please (47) here you are... (47) may I have...please
(48) expressing thanks (49) responding to thanks (49)

FUNCTION F: Telling the time..............................................................................................50

question “how much” (50) “to” versus “past” the hour (50) fractions (50) “exactly” versus
“about” (50) question “what time” (52) times of the day (52) question word “when” (52)
days of the week (52)

Reading .....................................................................................................................................54

Pronunciation ...........................................................................................................................56



Conversation.............................................................................................................................57

Arabic transliteration (58) vocabulary (58) English translation (59)

Exercises

FUNCTION A: Locating places in Damascus .......................................................................60

the definite article (62) the indefinite article (62) ”this” and “that” demonstratives (62)
street, circle and district names (63) compass points (63) question word “where” (64)
prepositions (65)

FUNCTION B: Catching a taxi ..............................................................................................69

giving directions (69)

FUNCTION C: Expressing existence .....................................................................................71

here and there (71) is there...? (71) pointing to things (73)

FUNCTION D: Paying for the taxi ........................................................................................74

counting in hundreds (74) paying in hundreds (74) how much do I owe you? (75)

FUNCTION E: Expressing possession in the classroom......................................................76

a reminder about feminine nouns (76) prepositions (77) more adjectives (78) a reminder
about nouns and adjectives (79) possession using the idaafa (80) the idaafa versus noun +
adjective (82) split idaafas (82) another demonstrative (83) more possession (84) question
words “who” and “whose” (85) what’s it look like? (88)

Reading .....................................................................................................................................88

Pronunciation ...........................................................................................................................90

Conversation.............................................................................................................................91

Arabic transliteration (92) vocabulary (92) English translation (93)

Exercises

FUNCTION A: Expressing desire..........................................................................................94

can I help you..? (96) I want.. (96) plural pronouns (96) negating adjectives (97) terms of
address (98) asking for quick service (98)

FUNCTION B: Expressing ownership and availability .......................................................99

do you have..? (99) evening greetings (101) another one (101) do you have...with you?
(104) expressing regret (104) I don’t have one on me now, but... (105)

FUNCTION C: Talking about hotel facilities .....................................................................106

does it have..? (using fii) (107) does it have..? (using ) (109)

FUNCTION D: Paying for accommodation ........................................................................111

hundreds again (111) counting in thousands (112) millions and billions (112) cost per
night (113) it costs... (113)

FUNCTION E: Counting floors of a building .....................................................................114

ordinal numbers (114) the ground floor (114) what is your address? (116) where do you
live? (116) question word “which” (116) general greetings (118)



live? (116) question word “which” (116) general greetings (118)

FUNCTION F: Talking about your family..........................................................................120

your children (120) Arabic names (120) how old are they? (121) introduction to counting
things (121) your relatives (123) do you have brothers and sisters? (124) you must be
joking...more relatives (124)

Reading ...................................................................................................................................125

Pronunciation .........................................................................................................................126

Double consonants (126) Double consonants and long vowels (126)

Conversation...........................................................................................................................127

Arabic transliteration (128) vocabulary (128) English translation (130) Middle Eastern
cuisine (130)

Exercises

FUNCTION A: Counting things...........................................................................................131

use of “one” (133) use of “glass” (133) dual nouns (133) plural nouns (134) plural nouns
and adjectives (136) counting between 3-10 (137) how many ....? (138)

FUNCTION B: Ordering at a restaurant............................................................................141

ways of cooking (141) I like... (142) what do you think? (142) it’s delicious (142) eating
and drinking (143) first thing, last thing (143) anything else? (143) each, every and all
(144) more please (145) paying the bill (146) thanking your host (146)

FUNCTION C: Expressing your feelings ............................................................................147

active participles as adjectives (147) people (149) hot and cold (150) what’s the matter?
(152)

Reading ...................................................................................................................................153

Pronunciation .........................................................................................................................154

Conversation...........................................................................................................................155

Arabic transliteration (156) vocabulary (157) English translation (158)

Exercises

FUNCTION A: Comparing things .......................................................................................159

cheaper than... (159) finally weak adjectives (160) better than... (160) other types of
adjectives (161) the cheapest (163) the best... (163) question word “which” (163) one of
the cheapest (164)

FUNCTION B: Going to the shops.......................................................................................165

I’m going to... (166) come on! (166) I want to buy... (167)

FUNCTION C: Shopping for food .......................................................................................168

giving orders (168) weight measurements (168) it’s just the thing (168) it’s not fresh (169)
I mean... (169) it is written... (174) passive participles (175) open and closed (175)
expressing agreement (176)

FUNCTION D: Shopping for clothes ...................................................................................177

colours (177) I’m wearing... (181)



colours (177) I’m wearing... (181)

FUNCTION E: Describing people........................................................................................182

hair and skin (182) facial features (182)

FUNCTION F: Saying “no”..................................................................................................185

maa versus muu (185) maa + l + attached pronoun (185) absolutely “not” (186) idioms
(186) not “even one” (187) either...or (187) neither...nor (187) the weather and the
atmosphere (187) negative questions (188)

Reading ...................................................................................................................................189

Pronunciation .........................................................................................................................190

ii versus ee (36) uu versus oo (36)

Conversation...........................................................................................................................191

Arabic transliteration (193) vocabulary (194) “haraam” and “halaal” (165) English
translation (196)

Exercises

FUNCTION A: Talking about past events ..........................................................................197

Arabic dictionaries (197) verbs--regular Type I roots (197) the “past” tense (199)
conjugation-regular Type I (199) early, late and on time (200) question marker (202)
idioms (202)

FUNCTION B: Talking about past occupations.................................................................203

verb “to work” (203) pleased to meet you (204) the definite article (205)

FUNCTION C: Talking about when you arrived ...............................................................207

hollow Type I roots (207) conjugation-hollow Type I (208) idioms (208) past tense of
nominal sentences (209) modals and prepositions in the past (210) verb “to come” (211)
by myself (211) months (214) asking the date (214) expressions of time (215)

FUNCTION D: Talking about periods of time ...................................................................217

conjugation--verb “to become” (217) periods of time (217) how long did you stay? (219)
seasons (219)

FUNCTION E: Describing what you have bought and seen .............................................220

verbs--finally weak Type I roots (220) conjugation-finally weak Type I (221) verb “to
buy” (223) exclamations (225) describing what you’ve seen (226) attached pronouns (226)
I’ve never... (227) I still haven’t..., I’ve just... (227)

FUNCTION F: Explaining where things have been put ....................................................228

doubled Type I roots (228) conjugation-doubled Type I (228) around the house (230)
attached pronouns (232)

FUNCTION G: Giving reasons and  making up excuses ...................................................233

just because (233) question word ‘why’ (233)

Reading ...................................................................................................................................234



Conversation...........................................................................................................................235

Arabic transliteration (237) vocabulary (237) English translation (239)

Exercises

FUNCTION A: Making suggestions ....................................................................................240

Arabic dictionaries (240) verbs--regular Type I (240) the “present” tense (241)
conjugation-regular Type I (242) verbs beginning with special letters (242) making
suggestions (243) stating preferences (243) expressing desire (244) before and after (256)

FUNCTION B: Talking about what you have to do ...........................................................249

verbs--more regular Type I (149) modals (250) in order to (251)

FUNCTION C: Making invitations......................................................................................252

verbs--hollow Type I (252) conjugation-hollow Type I (253) to come (253) idioms (254)
casual invitations (255) polite invitations (256) accepting and declining invitations (257)
special occasions (258)

FUNCTION D: Talking about daily routines......................................................................260

verbs--finally weak Type I (260) conjugation-finally weak Type I (261) conjugation-
finally weak Type VIII (261) habitual tense marker “b-” (262) breakfast, lunch, dinner and
watching TV (263) other daily activities (263) more about the habitual tense marker (265)
frequency (266) asking about frequency (267)

FUNCTION E: Describing ongoing activities .....................................................................268

ongoing action tense marker (268) verb “to do” (269) active participles as verbs (273) the
shape of active participles (274)

FUNCTION F: Talking about hobbies ................................................................................281

verbs--doubled Type I (281) conjugation-doubled Type I (282) verbal nouns (284) I like
to... (285) hobbies and pastimes (285) friends (288) expressing quantity (288) expressing
ability (289)

Reading ...................................................................................................................................291

Conversation...........................................................................................................................293

Arabic transliteration (294) vocabulary (295) English translation (296)

Exercises

FUNCTION A: Talking about future arrangements..........................................................297

future tense markers (297) expressions of time (299) future tense of nominal sentences
(300) how long will it take? (301) the government and international organisations (303)
the Hijra calendar (305) festivities in Syria (305) opinions (307) greetings for special
occasions (308)

FUNCTION B: Around the house........................................................................................310

derived verb forms overview (310) a very handy verb (313) Type II verbs (314)  idioms
(314) verbal nouns of Type II (316) participles of Type II (316) obligation and intention
(317) clarifying intention (317) idioms (317)



FUNCTION C: Giving orders around the house................................................................318

imperative verbs (318) indirect imperatives (320) negating imperatives (320) watch out!
(320) help around the house (324) while (324) imperative of verb “to be” (326) let, make,
keep, leave and stay (326) begin to..., continue..., finish doing...  (326) don’t worry! (328)
furniture and other household items (328) whatever (330)

FUNCTION D: Asking someone to do something for you .................................................331

relative clauses (331) “goer backers” (332) the thing (333) tools and things (333) more
occupations (335) now (337) would you do me a favour? (337) tell me... (337) attached
pronouns for objects (339) indirect objects (340) he and I (342)

FUNCTION E: Explaining what’s wrong with you............................................................343

parts of the body (343) it hurts (344) get well soon (344) injuries (345) common
conditions (345) reported speech (347) asking for information (348) passing on regards
(348) I was doing (349) I was going to do... (350)

FUNCTION F: Hiring a car..................................................................................................352

as ... as possible (352) the more...the more... (353) expressing pleasure (354) couldn’t help
but...and other complexities (357) it seems (357)

FUNCTION G: Hopes, advice and speculating about the future......................................358

conditional sentences 1 (358) hopes (363) conditional sentences 2 (364) more conjunctions
(365)

FUNCTION H: Wondering, wishing and past possibilities ...............................................367

I wonder  (367) I wish (368) conditional sentences 3 (370) emphatic expressions (372)
we’ve missed you (372)

Reading ...................................................................................................................................374


